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			There is a family-focused way to resolve your dispute.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				The York Collaborative Practice is a group of lawyers, financial professionals and family professionals who are committed to assisting separating couples and families find amicable solutions that preserve the integrity of the family.
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			Family law can operate without causing harm. 
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				When considering divorce you might assume that there is only one option. A frustrating, and lengthy court battle that involves a complex trial,  a process that puts pressure on your time, mental health, and your family.
But it doesn’t have to be that way.
Collaborative practice is an alternative process for separating or divorcing couples looking for a better out-of-court resolution. A personalized, child-focused approach that focuses on open communication, and mutual respect.
Our team of professionals are committed to assisting you through this process, helping you get to the best conclusion for your family.
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			The professionals that can help you through your family dispute.
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

						

					

		

								

					

		
				
						
							
					
			
							
						
				
								
												[image: ]														

						

				

				
				
			Legal Professionals
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				Your trusted advisor throughout the legal process, making sure you’re fully informed and able to confidently make decisions as you reach an agreement.
Browse our Legal Professionals.
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			Financial Professionals
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				Ensuring you reach a settlement that makes sense financially. Assisting with planning, accounting, corporation, and pension analysis.
Browse our Finance Professionals.
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			Family Professionals
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				Providing family and emotional support, particularly around parenting and children’s needs. Contributing mediation, therapy, and coaching.
Browse our Family Professionals.
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				Next Level Training – Leading Clients to the Collaborative Process			

				

					
					
																						
			January 12, 2022		
				

		

		
			THE NEXT LEVEL Training Have you completed the Introductory Collaborative Practice Training but not opened …
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				[Training] Understanding and Screening for Domestic Violence and Power Imbalances			

				

					
					
																						
			September 23, 2020		
				

		

		
			This is an online course taking place over four (4) days with a variety of …
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			What our clients have to say about the collaborative family process.
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				Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Ut elit tellus, luctus nec ullamcorper mattis, pulvinar dapibus leo.
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			Frequently Asked Questions
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
						
							
					
			
							
						
				
					
							
					
												
															
								
													
												What is Collaborative Family Law?  Who's involved, and how does it work?
					


					Collaborative Family Law (CFL) is a better alternative to help families resolve the issues arising out of a separation. Click here to learn more about what CFL is, the benefits, the negotiation process, the professionals involved, and how you can start. 


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												What types of family law issues can be resolved using Collaborative Family Law?
					


					Most family issues can benefit from the CFL process including issues concerning child custody and visitation; spousal and child support; property and the family home and changes to existing arrangements.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												What if I don't get along with my spouse? Will this process still work?
					


					Difficult communication is a very reasonable part of the process post-separation. Despite your differences, the common goal remains the same, resolving the issue in a cost-efficient way that avoids a lengthy court battle. The collaborative process helps keep things moving and reach an amicable result.
Collaborative family law has both parties sign a participation agreement that agrees to generate options and a mutually acceptable settlement.
Collaboratively trained professionals are present during negotiations to help defuse conflict and guide discussion. The goal of this form of conflict resolution is to help keep things productive and non-confrontational.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												How much does Collaborative Family Law cost?
					


					Each of the parties will be responsible for paying the fees of his or her own collaborative professionals; sometimes parties agree to share the total fees incurred. The expenses of a negotiation will vary depending on the complexity of the issues and the commitment of clients to work towards a resolution. 


				

								

				

				

						

					

		

				
			
							
						
				
					
							
					
												
															
								
													
												How is this process different from mediation?
					


					A mediator is a neutral person who assists the parties to work out a settlement. The mediator does not act for either party and does not provide legal advice. In a typical family law mediation, the clients attend mediation without their lawyers. 
Lawyers for each of the parties then provide independent legal advice regarding any proposed agreements. In a CFL negotiation, each of the parties has a full team present. Each team would provide legal advice, emotional support, and financial planning. The team will work to guide the parties to the best settlement possible.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												How is this process different from going to court?
					


					In a CFL negotiation, the parties and their team commit to resolving the dispute in a cross-disciplinary fashion that no other process offers.  In a traditional family law negotiation, the court may be used as a bargaining tool.
In a CFL negotiation, the parties explore options for resolution that fits their individual family’s needs. In a traditional negotiation, typically, only legal options are considered.
In a CFL negotiation, the team works with the client to develop a settlement that that best meets the goals of both parties. In a traditional negotiation, each lawyer advocates solutions that best meet their client’s goals.
In a CFL negotiation, the clients have a voice and take responsibility for resolving the issues in an interest-based approach. In a traditional negotiation, it is the lawyers who maintain control of the process.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												What does Collaborative Practice actually do to encourage conflict resolution?
					


					The guiding principle of the entire collaborative practice is a sense of respect. The tone of the entire process is made to foster cooperation, respect, and mutual understanding. Collaborative professionals are trained specifically how to create a non-confrontational environment, and focus on areas of agreement. Members involved in the process have a family and child-first mentality, they want what’s best for your family and your future.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												Is Collaborative Family Law better for my children?
					


					If children are involved in your dispute, collaborative family law offers a holistic approach that focuses on the best interest of the children. Our professionals are trained to help create an atmosphere of open communication that encourages trust and respect. If one of your main goals is co-operative parenting, then collaborative practice will help you achieve that.


				

							
					
												
															
								
													
												What if we reach an impasse, or can't reach a settlement with collaborative family law?
					


					From our experience, major roadblocks become easier to navigate as you begin to work with a collaborative professional. Our experienced team have handled a variety of complex cases, and know what the cost and outcome will likely look like in court, and will be able to use that as a reference to motivate both parties to achieve an outcome through collaboration. 
If there is an impasse, our team meets and works together to resolve the conflict, keeping negotiations productive.  
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			Ready to start with the collaborative family law?
		

				

				
				
					
			
						
		

				

				

				
				
								
				Achieve a settlement in a dignified, respectful, creative and cost effective way. York Collaborative Practice provides an opportunity for you to maintain the integrity of your family as you transition through separation and divorce. 
It all starts with reaching out. Browse our list of professionals and find the right person to support you or your family, and reach out to begin moving forward. 
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				York Collaborative members are happy to offer virtual consultations by phone or video. Offices are open by appointment and COVID protocols are observed. Find a professional near you. Learn More Here →
					

						

				

						

					

		

								

					

		
							

				

		








































			
				